
 

Prologue  

According to the data, the Chinese word “Invoice” first appeared in Grand Secretary during the Ming 

dynasty Juzheng Zhang’s article “Forgive The Censor To Show The Virtues”. It refers to one of the 

official receipts used as memorials and comments which was written by the cabinet to help the 

emperor. 

 

During the economic activity, the word “Invoice” means “Tickets for the goods”. It was used as a 

contract for estoppel. The early format is much simpler, it only marks “Fengshang” on the right side or 

on the header. Since Guangxu of Qing dynasty, the number and space for items started to appear, yet 

the format is totally different. Later, it becomes more complicate, we can hear “Record as orders”, 

“Fafeng”, “Evidence for receiving”, “Proof for receiving”, “Ticket for the goods”, “Invoice”﹍etc.  

 

Even after entering the Republic of China period, there wasn’t any uniform format, neither was the 

calling. Nevertheless, the content becomes more and more complete, and the passage showed up and 

transform into the standard content like “Contract-like-invoice” and “Format Invoice”. According to the 

“Invoice” evidence, the history of applying invoices within the commercial activities lasts at least 100 

years. Every invoice reflects its timing, the trace of real-life –which is related to the society, economic, 

financial, environment, and people’s life track. The political, cultural, economic, and social 

environment changes within every moment in different periods. However, the invoice can record the 

reality and exact image of the unchangeable past.      

 

 

  



 The “Classical for hundreds of years” invoice voucher is divided into three parts - “The Past”. “The 

Starting”, and “The Surging”, and have more data under the three parts.  

 

In “The Past”, it records the “evidence of receiving”, “proof of receiving”, “delivery credential”, “invoice”, 

“proof for receiving Goods”, “proof for receiving money”…etc before 1950. It showed the various trading 

certification in common people’s life.  

In “The beginning”, it records the uniform invoices based on the policy and can reflect the developing 

history of the uniform invoice. 

In “The Surging”, it records how electronic invoice develops due to Internet trend, Google cloud, and 

application of mobile technology.  

Now, let’s begin to read. Let follow the book and go back to “The Past”, following “The Beginning”, and 

watch “The Surging”.   
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Postscript 
Invoice is the miniature of the lifestyle of normal people- it develops from the late Qing Dynasty to the 

early Republic of China, from calligraphy written (in Bronze inscriptions or seal script) invoice or 

receiver to the automatically-check electronic invoice. As time pass by, the history of the invoice as 

evidence of receiving to the various invoice really reflects the brightness and the darkness of normal 

people’s life. The classical information of the invoice definitely worth you to taste again and again. 

 

In this brochure, the color of metal, wood, water, fire, earth combines together. We apply all these five 

Chinese classical colors in every chapter to show its meaning. The background color of the main editor 

is red, which means “fire”, to show the mood of compassion, hard-working, and the eager to make 

things better. We use green, which means “wood”, for the Prologue. The green color also belongs to Gua 

Shaking, which implies east, spring, shaking, and awakening from hibernation. We wish it can make 

the publishing of this book smooth, and it also symbolizes the new start.  

For the first chapter, we use brown colors for past history. The content is about the origin of the invoice, 

and its character in the early Republic of China. It means “wood” in five elements and “earth” in three 

talents. It can recall the past and describe history all along. The second chapter uses yellow, which 

means “metal”, to explain the situation after <<Regulations Governing the Use of Uniform Invoices>> 

was issued after 1950s, and the development from the hand-writing invoice to the machine printing. 

The duplicate uniform invoice and triplicate uniform invoice are something everyone can reach to day 

and night. The yellow color means metal and human beings – indicate the things happen now. In the 

third chapter, we adopt blue colors to introduce the origin, application, innovation, and the 

international trend of the electronic invoice. The blue means “Water”, and belongs to “Heaven” in three 

talents, stands for cloud, future, and the invisible but exist power.  
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From giving birth to the brochure to cultivate the product, the editor team spend lots of effort and 

consult from numerous data. Director Su Jun-rong not only invites his friend, Yo Zheng-jie, to provide 

lots of invoice related document and data as the sample picture in this brochure but also invite 

everybody to gather the old invoice in the Facebook page “Electronic Invoice Together”. During this 

time, special thanks to Ye Bing-huang for his generous providing – his private treasure data. For 

improving the content, special thanks to Hsu Tsz-Meimei, Director-general of Taxation 

Administration, Ministry of Finance; Wang Xiu-zhong, Assistant Director in our center. Thanks for the 

assistant and help, our content can be more complete and better.  

Invoice is the record of life, checking the receipt lottery is the funny moment in a day. From the 

calligraphy written, inscription to the invoice, the development within 100 years is like a slice of time.  

We look forward you can fell the flow of light as well as the change of time when you read the brochure 

and think of the past moments. 
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